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EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH, that he required a thorough change of heart,| Divine Author entirely preclude the indul- 
they were convinced that those customary | gence of a disposition which would resent an 
prayers, in which the spirit of supplication | injury or inflict one upon a fellow-creature. 
was not poured forth from on high, upon the| Ye have heard, says he, “that it hath been 
individual, would not avail any thing, andthey | said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
were restrained from the practice and from | tooth; but I say untg you that ye resist not 
teaching them to their children. They clearly | evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on & 
saw and felt, that F'2 only to whom the apos- | right cheek, turn to him the other also.” “ 
tles applied, could teach them how to pray,/say unto you, love your enemies; bless them 
and what to pray for; under his guidance} that curse you; do good to them that hate 
their lives became lives of prayer and watch-| you, and pray for them that despitefully use 
fulness, and many of them attained to an ex-| you and persecute you, that ye may be the 
traordinary growth and fixedness in the/children of your Father which is in heaven.” 
blessed truth. If then we would be children of God, and joint 
Like the qualification for gospel ministry, | heirs with Christ, we must love our enemies 
we have always believed that the putting forth | instead of hating them,—do good to them, 
of the Shepherd of Israel is requisite for the| instead of injuring them; and not seek to 
duty of vocal prayer in our religious assem-|avenge ourselves for wrongs which may be 
blies, a service in which the spiritual wor-| inflicted upon us. 
shipper can fervently and cordially unite,} It is also worthy of our serious consider- 
when it is performed under the anointing of| ation, that in our Lord’s instructions on the 
the Holy Spirit. It is one of the most solemn | subject of prayer, we are taught that the 
acts in which man can be engaged, and when | measure of the forgiveness which we receive 
prostrated in the presence of the great I Am, | from our heavenly Pather, will be that which 
our words should be few and weighty. We) we exercise toward our fellow-men. “ For- 
would carefully avoid discouraging any from a/| give us our debts,—as we forgive our debt- 
faithful compliance with this duty, when/ors.” “ And when ye stand praying, forgive, 
Divinely opened to them; but there is need | if ye have aught against any, that your Father 
of caution, lest any fall into a habit ae also, which is in heaven, — a you 
in meetings, as though they could y be| your trespasses.” “But if ye forgive not 
commenced or contended properly, without | men their trespasses, neither will your hea- 
vocal addresses of this nature. Such a prac-|venly Father forgive you.” Thus it is evi- 
tice tends to lessen that reverence and holy | dent, that the spirit of the gospel is that of 
fear, which all ought scrupulously to maintain | universal love and forgiveness ; and wherever 
in approaching the sacred presence; and meet-|these plain and unalterable commands of 
ings are greatly injured by such unauthorized | Christ are duly regarded, strife, malevolence 
communications,—sometimes running into} and discord, must come to an end ; “ violence 
lifeless declaration, and also asking amiss, | will no more be heard in the land, wasting or 
which bring death over a meeting instead of | destruction within its borders ;” but the pre- 
life, and eclipse the excellency of the gift of | diction will be fulfilled, “ they shall beat their 
prayer. swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
May all then be watchful and attentive to| into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
the gentle intimations of our holy high Priest, | sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
who will clothe with deep humility and awe ;| war any more.” When we contemplate these 
and when he sees it proper, will grant to his| blessed effects of the religion of the Prince of 
servants the spirit of supplication, and| Peace, and contrast them with the fierce and 
strengthen them to offer living prayers,|cruel passions which rage upon the battle- 
with the spirit and with the understanding | field; the injuries inflicted by man upon his 
also, which will find acceptance with him,| fellow; how many immortal spirits are hur- 
and tend to the refreshment of his church] ried, unprepared, into an awful eternity,— 
and people. guilty perhaps of a brother’s blood; the ery 
of the mourning widow and of the bereaved 
orphan ; how mournful is the prospect, and 
how deeply is it to be deplored, that any of 
the professors of the Christian name should 
countenance a system, so directly opposed to 
the precepts of Christ, and so offensive in the 
sight of heaven. 
Although our portion of the land has been 
long exempted, through Divine favour, from 
the desolating scourge of war, and the mem- 
bers of our religious Society have not been 
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THE ANCIENT TESTIMONY 
Of the Religious Society of Friends, &c. 
(Continued from page 202.) 
PRAYER. 


Prayer is a duty inseparable from the life 
and growth of a Christian. Whenever he is 
upon the watch, it is the clothing of his spi- 
rit. He cannot maintain the watch against 
the insidious machinations of his unwearied 
enemy, without the constant aid of the Holy 
Spirit. This Spirit, which reminds him of 
his need of holy aspirations to the throne of 
grace for preservation, and for forgiveness of 
his misteps when off the watch, influences and 
prepares his heart to breathe forth fervent 
desires before the Lord, for strength to stand 
against the wiles of the devil, that he may be 
built up and preserved upon the Rock Christ 
Jesus. When through Divine love he is 
made sensible of the Lord’s holy presence, 
prayer or praise arises in his soul; and thus 
he is permitted to hold communion with the 
Father of mercies, the God of all consolation. 
But it is only through the Spirit of our Holy 
Intercessor and Advocate with the Father, 
that the heart is thus influenced, and enabled 
to put up availing prayer. None need doubt 
that this indispensable qualification will be 
furnished if they humbly seek it, and are 
obedient to the Divine will in this and other 
duties. 

At those seasons of Divine visitation, when 
the convictions of that grace which strives 
with all to save them, are pressing upon the 
rebellious transgressor, as they are yielded 
to, a cry for mercy and forgiveness, is 
raised by the Holy Spirit in the heart, which 
will reach the gracious ear of Him against 
whom they have sinned, and will be ac- 
cepted. 

Were the command of our Lord to “ watch 
and pray continually,” lived up to, there would 
be no formal prayers; and where that is not 
regarded, formal prayers will not avail as a 
substitute. Many of our early Friends had 
been educated in the habit of “ saying their 
prayers,” as it is termed, at stated periods ; 
and when it was given them, in the light of 
Christ Jesus, to see their own conditions, and 


WAR. 


It being the nature and design of the 
Christian religion, to subject the angry and 
revengeful passions of human nature to its 
benign influence and government ; those who 
have fully submitted t6 its transforming pow- 
er, must necessarily be redeemed from the 
spirit in which wars and fightings originate. 
The gospel of Christ breathes peace on earth, 
and good will to men,—and the precepts of its 
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called to suffer as in former years, in support | not at our command, but are in the hand of 


of our testimony on this subject,—yet we 
greatly desire, that in this day of ease, we 
may not become indifferent to its importance, 
or in any degree relax in its faithful main- 
tenance. We feel a fear, lest some among 
us, for want of due consideration, may be in- 


THE FRIEND. 





Him who can turn the hearts of men, as a man 


|turneth a water-course in his field, they en- 
| deavoured, in their public labours for the pro- 


motion of this worthy cause, to feel the way 
open; to watch the pointing of the Divine fin- 
ger, and to move in his fear and counsel. 


duced to pay those pecuniary demands, which | Thus they were preserved from rash and im- 


are exacted by the laws, in lieu of military 
service, or connive at, or encourage the pay- 
ment of them by others,—a practice highly 
discreditable to any making profession of the 
truth, and against which we feel bound to bear 
our testimony. However remote the connec- 
tion may seem, between the payment of such 
a fine, and the cruel operations of active war- 
fare, they are parts of the same iniquitous 
system. The exaction of such fines, is also 
an infringement of our liberty of conscience ; 
inasmuch as it requires us to pay for the ex- 
ercise of a religious scruple, the free enjoy- 
ment of which is a natural and inalienable 
right. We are therefore engaged again to 
press upon all, the upright and faithful support 
of our testimony in this respect ; and where a 
distraint or imprisonment is the consequence, 
to bear it in a meek and becoming spirit, 
so as to evince that we are actuated by reli- 
gious motives. Meetings are enjoined to be 
careful annually to collect and forward such 
accounts, agreeably to ancient usage. 


SLAVERY. 


We wish, renewedly, to call the attention of 
Friends, to the righteous testimony which our 
religious Society has long borne against hold- 
ing our fellow-men in bondage. When we 
remember that the victims of this system of 
wickedness and cruelty, are our brethren ; 
children of the same universal Parent; for 
whose souls Christ died as well as for ours, 
and that they are designed to be fellow-heirs 
with us of immortality and eternal life,—the 
sufferings, the degradation, and the wrongs 
they endure, cannot but awaken our sympa- 
thies, and incite the inquiry, what the Lord is 
calling for at our hands, in their behalf. The 
sin of slavery, with its multitude of attendant 
evils, hangs as a dark cloud over our land, 
and portends the approaching infliction of 
Divine judgments. We continue to feel an 
unabated concern for the spread of the testi- 
mony against slavery in the earth; believing 
that as the spirit of the gospel is suffered to 
prevail among the professors of the sacred 
name of Christ, it will bring with it peace on 
earth, and good will to men, without distinc- 
tion of nation or colour ;—* will loose the 
bands of wickedness, undo the heavy burdens, 
break every yoke, and let the oppressed go 
free.” 

Our forefathers engaged in this concern, 
under the constraining influence of religious 
duty and a sense of justice ; and as they en- 
deavoured to prosecute the work with a steady 
reference to the guidance of “the wisdom 
which cometh down from above; which is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits ; with- 
out partiality and without hypocrisy,” it pleased 
the Lord eminently to bless the labours of the 
Society. Knowing that times and seasons are 


prudent action; from intemperate zeal, and 
from being swayed by animal excitements, 
which often impel those who yield to their 
influence, into measures, which, instead of 
promoting, retard or frustrate, the objects 
which they professedly have in view. 

When a fierce and angry spirit is indulged, 
even in opposing what is glaringly wrong, it 
raises a correspondent feeling in those against 
whose conduct it is directed; and closes the 
mind against the force of those arguments, 
which, if presented in the meek and gentle 
spirit of the gospel, would probably produce 
conviction. 

We would caution all our members to be- 
ware of a spirit of this description, on the 
subject of slavery; and to take care that in 
the anxiety to be doing something,—political 
motives, party feelings, unsound principles, 
and other influences equally at variance with 
a right exercise of mind, be not mixed up with 
it; to the great injury of the cause, and of the 
individuals who suffer themselves to be drawn 
into such coalitions. 

While, therefore, we would encourage all 
our members to dwell under a lively feeling 
of the wrongs of our fellow-men, and of the 
enormity of the system by which they are 
enslaved and oppressed,—we believe their 
safety and preservation as individuals, and the 
progress of this righteous testimony, so far as 
respects our religious Society, very much 
depend upon their keeping within its bosom in 
their effurts to promote it; and carefully at- 
tending to the unfoldings of duty in their own 
breasts, by which they would be kept from 
joining in associations, or engaging in meas- 
ures, which, however plausible they may ap- 
pear, would endanger their growth in best 
things, and their stability and usefulness as 
members of the body. 


TRADE AND LIVING. 


We believe the call of the Lord is renew- 
edly extended to us as a people, at the present 
time, to come back to the example set us by 
our primitive worthies, in regard to moder- 
ation in trade and business, and simplicity 
and humility in the style and furniture of our 
houses,—in our manner of living, and in dress, 
address and demeanor ; that so we may again 
faithfully uphold our testimony in these re- 
spects, in support of which they underwent 
much reproach and suffering. 

Their eyes being directed toward an endu- 
ring inheritance, and their hearts set upon 
things above, they sought not after greatness 
in this world, but passed the time of their 
sojourning here in watchfulness and fear, and 
in great simplicity of heart, as well as of 
living and demeanor ; endeavouring by their 
integrity and uprightness, and the purity of 
their example, to reach the Divine witness in 
all, and to promote the love of truth and right- 





eousness among men. In minds thus bent on 
seeking a more glorious inheritance than the 
things of time can afford, the love of the 
world could have little influence. They were 
bright examples of justice, of moderation in 
business, in their houses, their dress and lan- 
guage, and of the self-denial which the gos- 
pel enjoins, in all their conduct and conversa- 
tion. 

But, dear Friends, has not a departure from 
this simplicity and heavenly-mindedness, led 
many among us into the love and eager pur- 
suit of the riches and honour of the present 
world; producing the fruits of pride, emula- 
tion, and a love of grandeur; bringing in 
many imaginary wants and foolish fashions ; 
to satisfy which, has led into hazardous specu- 
lations, and a pursuit of business, incompati- 
ble with our holy profession; which has en- 
grossed the time and talents, so as to leave 
but little of either, or of inclination, to attend 
to the momentous concerns of religion, to the 
right education of their children, or the pro- 
motion of the welfare of our fellow-men, The 
mind thus absorbed and encumbered, is unfit- 
ted for religious thoughtfulness, as well as 
religious service; and for breathing daily 
after the spiritual riches, which are enjoyed 
in humble communion with God. 

We believe that the pecuniary distress 
which prevails so extensively over our coun- 
try, and those convulsions which have swept 
away from many, a large portion of their pro- 
perty, are dispensations permitted by infinite 
Wisdom, to show us the vanity and uncer- 
tainty of all temporal possessions, and to turn 
the minds of the people to the necessity of 
endeavouring to lay up treasure in heaven, 
‘where neither moth nor rust corrupts, and 
where thieves do not break through and 
steal.” 

Fervent is the solicitude we feel, that we 
may all “hear the rod, and him who hath 
appointed it ;” and be deeply engaged to have 
our affections weaned from the perishing things 
of this life, and fixed upon that which is to 
come. Thus would our desires be moderafed, 
and our wants circumscribed by the limita- 
tions of the holy truth; pride, avarice and 
ambition, would be laid in the dust, and we 
should be constrained, by the love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts, to seek first the king- 
dom of heaven, and the righteousness thereof, 
—in the humble reliance, that He who know- 
eth what things we have need of before we 
ask him, will not fail to grant them unto us. 
In this lowly, humble state of mind, the de- 
sire to accumulate money, or to make an 
appearance in the world, corresponding with 
others, would be mortified and subdued ; and 
as the meek and self-denying followers of 
Him, who, though Lord of all, had not where- 
on to lay his head, we should be contented 
with that simplicity and moderation which 
comport with our Christian profession, and 
receive with grateful hearts, whatever our 
heavenly Father saw meet to dispense. 

May such as have lost much of their earthly 
substance, endeavour to profit by the dispen- 
sation, as a fatherly correction from the hand 
of Him, who afflicteth not willingly; and 
cheerfully accommodate themselves to the 
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change in their circumstances, by a corres- 
pondent reduction in their expenses, rather 
than seek to recover what they have lost, by 
an undue extension of business. 

We affectionately and earnestly warn all to 
“take heed and beware of covetousness, 
which is idolatry ;” whether it be in making 
haste to be rich by embarking in large busi- 
ness, or by indulging a penurious and hoard- 
ing disposition in a smaller way. It is a say- 
ing which experience abundantly verifies, that 
“they that will be rich, fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition: for the love of money is the root 
of all evil, which, while some have coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sor- 
rows.” 

One of the great deceptions to which man- 
kind are liable, is lookiag for happiness where 
it is not to be found; and being ensnared by 
the love of the world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, they miss the true enjoyment, as 
well as the great object, of life, which are 
= to be found in the love and service of 

od. 

May all then abide under the daily cross, 
whereby the earthly mind, which hath its 
delight in the pleasures and treasures, and 
fashions of the world, may be crucified ; that 
being redeemed out of these things, which so 
manifestly hinder the progress of the soul 
heavenward, we may become, more and 
more, a serious and self-denying people, 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things. 























































(To be concluded.) 


Reminiscences of the late Flood in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania. By J. J. M. 


The fifth of the Eighth month, a. p. 1843, 
will be a day long to be remembered in the 
annals of Delaware county, as remarkable for 
the greatest deluge of rain, and highest inun- 
dation, that was ever known in the memory of 
its oldest inhabitants, or that tradition gives 
any account of :—remarkable for the sudden 
manner of its approach, for the destraction of 
human life and property, and for the Provi- 
dential time at which it occurred. The fore 
part of the day had been showery at intervals, 
until about 2 o’clock p. m., when an incessant 
rain commenced, which continued about three 
hours, the rain falling in torrents; compara- 
ble to sheets of water poured out of buckets, 
rather than in drops. The heaviest body of 
water fell in the county of Delaware, embra- 
cing a section of about sixteen miles long by 
nine miles wide: through which passes four 
large mill streams, on which were erected a 
large number of cotton and woollen manufac- 
tories, grist-mills, saw-mills, &c, The writer 
of this proposes giving a short account of some 
of the most prominent incidents connected with 
this unparalleled freshet, most of which have 
been obtained by personal observation, or re- 
ceived from persons who were actors or eye- 
witnesses to what is here related. 


The afternoon was at times very dark : one 


current of wind was driving the clouds from 


south-west to north-east, and a counter cur- 
rent driving another set of clouds in the oppo- 
site direction, at the same time. 
observed by the writer, who was on one side 
of the storm; while in the centre of the coun- 
ty, where the heaviest rain fell, it was accom- 
panied, in places, by a heavy tornado, which 
prostrated trees towards every point of the 
compass, showing that to be in the line of the 
centre of the storm, which passed over the 
county from south-west to north-east, in the 
direction of the city of Philadelphia. 
quent information realized the fact, that these 
three eventful hours had produced consequen- 
ces, disastrous in the extreme; and fruits of 
years of toil and industry, had been in a few 
moments all swept away. 
mills, dwelling-houses, dams, bridges, and im- 
provements of all kinds, along our main 
streams, were carried down the impetuous 
torrent, or tumbled into heaps of ruins; and 
nineteen of our fellow-citizens—embracing the 
infant in its loveliness, the father and the 
mother, in the prime of life, and the man with 
grey hairs—were alike overwhelmed and 
perished in the destroying element. 
others met with hair-breadth escapes, and 
when human aid appeared to be no longer 
available, were saved as if by an interposition 
of Divine Providence. 


the operatives in the manufactories—many of 
whom are young women and children——had 
retired to their homes at four o’clock, at 
which hour they stop on this day, which no 
doubt was the means of many lives having 
been saved, as on other days they would have 
been in the mills, and from the rapid approach 
of the torrent, their retreat would have been 
cut off, until the demolition of the buildings 
would have involved them in one common 
ruin. 
water continued to rise in Chester creek : but 
from six to seven o'clock, perhaps, was the 
period when the greatest amount of injury 
was done—in Crum and Darby creeks, it was 
an hour or two later in rising, and also subsi- 
ding. At one place on Chester creek, the 
water rose in perpendicular height more than 
thirty-two feet above its usual level, and was 
about eleven feet higher than was ever before 
known : while on Ridley creek the height was 
seven feet, and on Crum creek six feet above 
the height of any previously known freshet. 
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near as possible to the water, which was so 
far from the edge of the creek, could I real- 
ize any thing like the reality. A vessel had 
just passed down with two men on board, 
whose cries for assistance were distressing. 
The bridge across the creek at Flowers’ mill, 
had passed by, and upon hastening forward, I 
learned that my neighbour, W. G. F., was in 
imminent peri|—being up a tree some distance 
from land, with no hope of present succour. 
He had gone with some of his men, to secure 
some lumber in anticipation of a rise in the 
creek, to do which, he had to cross the bridge 
over the mill-race. After accomplishing his 
purpose, and being ready to return, he found 
the water rising in a small run, which ren- 
dered it inconvenient to return by the way he 
came, and he proceeded up a meadow, about 
one hundred and fifty yards, where another 
bridge crossed the mill race, to the side on 
which was his dwelling. This meadow is 
elevated several feet above the level of the 
creek, After proceeding about three-fourths 
of the distance, to his utter dismay, he beheld 
a body of water rolling down the meadow, ex- 
tending from the race back on his right to 
the opposite side of the creek on his left, fully 
three feet in perpendicular height ! 

To retreat was utterly impossible. He was 
immediately taken off his feet, but providen- 
tially caught hold of a grape vine, of which 
he continued his hold as the water arose, un- 
til he caught the limb of a tree, and finally 
succeeded in getting into the top. It wasa 
wild cherry, in the immediate vicinity of which 
wasacedar. Asthe water arose, he climbed 
from the lower to the higher tree. After re- 
maining about three-fourths of an hour, a 
large quantity of rubbish having accumulated 
on the upper side of the trees, they gave way, 
and it passed over him, bruising him badly, 
and burying him for some time under tne WR: 
ter. He held fast to the tree, until it rebound- 
ed and raised his head above the water; he 
then let go, and after floating about thirty 
yards, caught hold of the limbs of the tree on 
which he was now standing. A poor woman, 
whom he met as he passed up the meadow, 
contrary to his remonstrances, proceeded on 
and perished. Upon arriving at the place, 
the scene was truly awful. The impetuous 
torrent was rushing onward, carrying every 
thing before it—trees, parts of buildings, ma- 
chinery, furniture, and in fact almost every 
thing to be found about a house or mill, were 
rushing forward with great rapidity ; perhaps 
fifty trees, within view, had, been uprooted ; 
and a fellow being suspended a few feet above 
the flood, in the limbs of a tree, equally liable 
with the others to be carried away, the water 
still rising, and approaching darkness render- 
ing objects more and more indistinct—formed 


























































This was 


Subse- 


Manufactories, 


Many 


It being the last working day of the week, 


From five to eight o’clock Pp. m., the 


Who can calculate the consequences if it had 
taken place a few hours later, when the in- 
mates of the different dwellings along the 
streams had retired for the night, and been 
sunk in deep sleep! The suddenness of its 
approach will be hereafter noticed. But the 
visitation, awful as it was, was mingled with 
mercy. 





The attention of the writer, who resides 
about one-fourth of a mile from Chester creek, 
was first turned to the subject, between six 
and seven o’clock in the evening, by hearing 
an unusual roaring, and subsequent informa- 
tion that the creek was very high. On has- 
tening towards it, the first glance from an ele- 
vated piece of ground, rendered it certain that 


a remarkable rise of the waters must have 
taken place, and not until I approached as 





a scene painful in the extreme. 

Professor F., of Philadelphia, who had that 
day arrived in the neighbourhood to make a 
temporary sojourn, and a few of the poor men 
who had been driven out of their houses by the 
inundation, were standing on the bank, anxious 
to render that assistance it was out of their 
power to bestow. After a consultation, the 
conclusion was come to that the only feasible 
means that offered, was to wait until the 
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THE FRIEND. 


waters commenced subsiding, and then to 
obtain a long rope from one of the tenements, 
that was now rendered inaccessible. In the 
mean time, marks were made to observe the 
progress of the waters. 

About 8 o’clock, the gratifying fact was as- 
certained, that the flood had been at its high- 
est point, and was receding ; and it was an- 
nounced to the $ufferer, whose voice could be 
heard above the roar of the waters. In the 
course of another hour, the desired rope was 
obtained, carefully coiled up,and Abner Wood, 
a resolute man, having secured one end to his 
body, while the other was payed out,swam to 
a tree immediately above, and finally succeed- 
ed in reaching the desired situation. The 
rope on the shore was then brought down op- 
posite, to make it as short as possible; the 
shore end was secured to the body of the rope, 
and by those in the stream pulling it towards 
them, both ends were obtained. Tying one 
end to each of them, they were separately 
drawn on shore, and the suffering man was 
restored to his anxious family. 

To add to the impressiveness of the scene 
of this eventful evening, on our return home, 
a large barn, that had been struck by light- 
ning, illuminated the horizon, and the moon 
suddenly breaking for a few moments through 
the clouds, formed a splendid and beautiful 
lunar bow, that spanned the northern portions 
of the heavens—an emblem of promise and 
mercy, surmounting the scene below. 


(To be continued.) 
== 
For “ The Friend.” 
THEY ARE GONE. 


The sod is over Jordan's grave, 
The mighty and the strong, 


Whnne g—-r-l p-— =~ New wewues ures 


Resistless poured along. 


The tongue so deeply eloquent, 
Shall plead with us no more, 

Save when by memory’s aid is lent 
The warning preached of yore. 


Where 's Cresson's plaintive energy, 
That waked the full heart’s flow, 

As witnessed many a tell-tale eye, 
Of thoughts that throbbed below ? 


Ah! hear ye not her pleading, 
For Him she loved so well ? 
To thoughtless souls unheeding, 
List how her accents swell ! 


Our Collins loved has passed away, 
Ann Edwards sought the sky, 

O’er Mary Swett the night winds play,— 
Their “ record is on high.” 


Where are those upright pillars strong, 
The princely, noble train, 

Who in our temple here so long 
The ark did well sustain ? 


Oh, while their spirits wrestled still, 
The dew of heaven came down, 

And we have known it to distill, 
And our assemblies crown. 


If then upon their food we fed, 
Upon their labour built, 

If now we know a lack of bread, 
Their hands are clear of guilt. 


The Lord of Jordan is our Lord, 
Xf rightly we apply, 

And Cresson’s Saviour can afford 
An ever-fresh supply. 





The staff of Collins now has power 
Support and strength to yield, 

As when it bore in evening hour, 
The patriarch im the field. 


The gift of true discernment still 
The Holy Spirit sheds, 

Where bows the anointed heart and will, 
As on departed heads. 


Ye, who now fill their stations high, 
Arise ye from the earth, 

For cleansing to that fountain fly 
Whence they derived their worth ! 


A portion of their spirit now, 
A precious remnant feel, 

And faithful ones with ardour glow, 
To emulate their zeal. 


Yea, still the gospel tidings break 
Upon the willing ear, 

Yea, some their firm abidings make, 
Where judgment dwelleth clear, 

Above the mists that dim the sight 

Of those who dwell not in the Light. 


Oh, may the Master spread our coast, 
And gather back the strayed and lost. 


Haddonfield, N. J., Third mo. 14th, 1844. 








THIRD MONTH, 30, 1844. 








Of the very remarkable storm of wind and 
rain, and consequent freshet which visited this 
city and the country between it and Chester 
in the eighth month last, we gave a cursory 
sketch soon after the occurrence. In the 
present number we have commenced the re- 
publication of an article, headed “ Reminis- 
cences of the late Flood in Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania,” which originally appeared in 
the Courier, of this city, and was prepared, as 
we are informed. at the invitation of the edi- 
tor of that paper. The author’s residence in 
close proximity to the scene of desolation, 
placed him in the capacity of an eye-witness 
to much of that which he describes, which, 
together with the pains he bestowed by per- 
sonal inspection, and in making all needful 
inquiry, has enabled him to present a truly 
graphic representation, sufficiently in detail, 
of that memorable and awful conflict of the 
elements—authentic, beyond a doubt, we may 
say, from our knowledge of the writer, and 
the most correct of any that has been pub- 
lished. Even at this late period, we cannot 
but think our readers generally will be inter- 
ested in the perusal, and, moreover, we deem 
it but proper that an account thus circumstan- 
tial and accurate should be transferred to our 


pages, merely as matter of record for future 
reference. 


A rope has been manufactured at the rope- 
walk of George I. Weaver, in this city, for an 
inclined-plane of the Portage rail-road, of 6600 
feet, nearly one and one-half mile in length, 
and eight and a half inches in circumference, 
weighing 40,000 pounds. It is without splice 
or lacing, is composed of four hundred and 
eighty single yarns; and which, in one con- 
tinuous line, would have extended nearly one 
thousand miles ; and is probably the largest 
perfect rope that was ever made. 





















TRACT DEPOSITORY. 


The Depository of the Tract Association of 
Friends will be opened at the new building, 
No. 84 Mulberry street, on the Ist of next 
month. The change of location having ren- 
dered it necessary to change the agent, Jo- 
seph Snowdon has been appointed to that 
office. 


BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 


The stated annual meeting of the “ Bible 
Association of Friends in America,” will be 
held in the Committee-room, Mulberry street 
Meeting-house, on the evening of Second-day, 
the 15th of Fourth month, at 8 o’clock. 


Samvuet Bert ie, Jr., Sec’ry. 


WANTED 


An apprentice to the Drug and Apothecary 
business. One who has some knowledge of 
Latin would be preferred. Apply at this 
office. 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


The semi-annual examination will be com- 
menced on Third-day morning, the 2d of 
next month, and be continued till Fifth-day 
afternoon. 


The Boarding-School Committee will meet 
at West Town on Sixth-day, the 5th of the 
month, at 10 o’clock a. ms. The Committee 
on Instruction to meet on the preceding 
evening at half past 7 o’clock. 


Tuomas Kruper, Clerk. 
Philad., Third mo. 23d, 1844. 


A middle aged man, a member of the So- 
ciety of Friends, who has a family, is desirous 
of procuring employment as a clerk, or in any 
other capacity in which he could be useful, 
and earn a moderate compensation. Applica- 
tion may be made to George W. Taylor, at 
the office of “ The Friend.” 


Marrtep, at Friends’ Mecting, Contentnea, Wayne 
county, North Carolina, on Fourth-day, the 13th of 
Third month, Nezowam T. Perxtns, son of Samuel and 
Rachel Perkins, to Saran W. Davis, daughter of Eze- 
kiel and Absilet Davis, all of the same place. 


—=—=—========<*=*_*_*_a«<=<=_[_*®__{_=*=—_raR=*=_Laa"=—=_—s 


Diep, in Burlington, N. J., on the 15th of Second 
month, Mary L. Tuomas, daughter of Robert Thomas, 
in the twentieth year of her age. The disease which 
terminated her life was rapid, yet so gentle that it was 
difficult to realize the approach of the undeniable mes- 
senger. She passed through much conflict of mind in 
arriving at a state of resignation, but He who came to 
his disciples whilst they were toiling on the boisterous 
sea, and calmed the tempest, condescended in his loving 
kindness to be her pilot, and whispered to her trembling 
spirit, “ It is I, be not afraid.” It was her blessed ex- 
perience also, to receive him on board, and seon to ar- 
rive at the desired shore,—Thus was she prepared to 
loose her hold on earth, and, under a deep sense of un- 
worthiness, to place her trust alone on her dear Redeem- 
er—affording to her bereaved friends a precious evi- 
dence that Divine Goodness supported unto the end. 


, suddenly, on the 20th ultimo, of pulmonary 
apoplexy, at his residence in the city of New York, 
Epmunp Havitanp, in the 46th year of his age. Al- 
though hastily summoned from works to rewards, his 
friends have the consoling belief that he was one of 
those “ blessed servants” who, when his Lord came, 
was “ found watching.” 
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THE FRIEND. 











For “ The Friend.” great things now, because they were forbidden strongly suspicious that 
HANNAH INGHAM. | by my dear Redeemer.” 


Hannah Ingham was born in Bucks Coun-| “Her mother was at this time sick, and 
ty, Pennsylvania, in the year 1783. She was Hannah, whilst waiting on her, had many | 
of a lively disposition of mind, with great religious conversations. At one time, she 
quickness and keenness of observation ; ready said, “I have a hope that I am not forsaken 
to engage in new enterprises, and very zeal- yet, in that the way is still shown me. O! 
ous in whatever she undertook. The posses-|that I might be enabled to follow it aright.” 
sor of such a character, unless regulated by At another time, “O that I was able to turn 
Divine grace, is apt to go far astray from the the hearts of all my brothers and sisters to 
paths of true piety and holiness. Thus it was love.” In this sweet frame of mind she spent 
with Hannah. In the days of her unbroken| many wakeful nights, whilst attending to the 
health and spirits, she did many things which | wants, and endeavouring to cheer and support 
afterwards caused her great sorrow and dis-|the mind of her afflicted mother. 
tress of mind. On the 22d of Tenth month, 1798, she was 

In the fall of 1796, about the time she com- taken ill. She bore the pains of her disease 
pleted her thirteenth year, the Lord, in ten- with exemplary patience, exhorting those 
der mercy, laid the hand of affliction upon her.'about her to be cheerful and thankful that 
Her health declined, and in this season of jt was no worse with her. At the commence- 
weekness and suffering, she found repentance,| ment of the illness, she said, “ This sickness 
and the forgiveness of her sins. The sense | know is for some good purpose ; and if I am 
of this enabled her to bear all her trials, not favoured to recover, it will teach me to live 
only with patience, but with cheerfulness also. | in more love to my friends than I have done. 
Having found the Lord Jesus Christ a true [ have no desire to live here for any other 


comforter on the bed of sickness and sorrow, | purpose than to mend my life, and be a help 
she continued to love him, when her yr you all.” 





knew that 
was our meeting day, as he then moved that 
the blacks should be prevented by the consti- 
tution from purchasing real property. His 
conduct respecting the blacks, and the con- 
scientiously scrupulous against arms, induced 
me to believe that he was as great an enemy 
to the cause of righteousness as was in that 
body. I told him so in a letter delivered him 
myself the last day. I told him those that 
came the nearest the Truth, who professed 
it, and were not in it, were its greatest ene- 
mies. 

“They have expunged the article respecting 
the militia, and altered the first respecting 
conscience ;—confining liberty of conscience 
to what they call worship. called Coram 
out just after he had spoken on this subject, 
and queried who gave him power to limit and 
square the rights of other men’s consciences 
within such limited bounds. I told him it was 
necessary to vary his expressions, for if he 
limited the rights of conscience, he was an 
usurper. The rights of conscience were sa- 
cred. I called out several of the Presbyteri- 
ans, and told them, if Presbyterians would only 
give Quakers as good a government as a 
Quaker gave presbyterians more than a cen- 
tury back, we should not complain. That 
after they had such a length of time to im- 
prove and reform, I was sorry to find that the 
seeds of persecution were manifest more within 
the limits of Penn’s lines among the Presby- 
terians, than in any other part of the United 
States. I asked liberty to speak among them 
on this subject in convention, which was 
readily granted, I let them know that I hoped 
we were prepared to receive their determina- 
tion, be it as it might. I believed it was not 
likely to put us in a worse condition than we 
had been in. If they would oppress tender 
consciences, a curse instead of a blessing 
would be likely to attend their fines and penal- 
ties; but our consolation would be, that we 
had discharged our duty. 



































health was restored. This did not take place} At one time she petitioned thus, “O 


till the spring of 1798. She then sought by/ Father! if thou wilt be pleased to restore 
reading, and by asking questions of those who! me, I will praise thy name forever more. It 
were older and wiser than herself, to improve js thou alone can give me help; and in thee 
her mind, and store it with useful knowledge.| alone do I put my trust.” 
But though eager in this pursuit, she did not Feeling some relief, and having a prospect 
let it interfere with her more important duty, | of being restored to health, an awful consider- 
a of eonpaning 7 ~ ener mil 5% ated her wind, and she mid, * I fear 
e was frequently found sitting alone,—her | j should get well again, I shall no 
countenance bearing witness -” oe wae thankful cae this ~~ is so ensnaring. 
seeking in silent waiting upon the Lord, for|My dear Redeemer! I do not want to live, 
the iene and purifying influence of hia! bes to enjoy thy light, love, and goodness. If 
Spirit. On such occasions she was serious, but thou wilt be pleased to relieve me, a poor 
not gloomy; and when disturbed, by others! creature, I will praise thy name forever more; 
coming in, would immediately rise, and seek | but thy will, not mine, be done.” 
to padbeis some kind office towards them. Her disorder again increasing, she said, 
Her father being dead, her mother found it|« O Lord! have mercy upon me. If it is thy 
necessary to place several of the children with holy will, I am willing to go, and leave this 
their Friends, to be properly brought up and | scene of misery.” She exhibited a sweet re- 


















































educated. Three of them were younger than! signed state of mind, as she gradually grew 
Hannah, and she was religiously concerned | weaker, and near the time of her departure, 
for them, that they might, in early life, be| softly said, “ Sweet Jesus! I am coming to 
found seeking the Lord for their portion, and) thy arms, to sing thy praise forevermore.” 

increasing in the love of Truth and virtue.| She deceased the 4th of Eleventh month, 


Her attention was great in waiting on, and) having but just completed her fifteenth year. 
endeavouring to alleviate the sufferings of the 


members of the family, who were sick i. af- pists itihimninne 
flicted. Her tender mind was also deeply Be 
concerned for the comfort of the brute crea- Relics of the Past.—No. 10. 


. . No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
tion, and her desire was often expressed, that not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 


they. might te tented: with bnteess sel) SRE eS cata 
On one occasion, sitting by the bed-side of WARNER MIFFLIN. 
her mother, reading in the New Testament (Continued from page 200.) 
the account of the sufferings of the dear Re- 
deemer, she wept much, and could not pro-| thus writes to H. D., of Philadelphia. 
ceed. To an inquiry, what ailed her, she Qua dh: Pith, 1792 
replied, “*O! my dear mother, I was con- partes ti: eee 
demning those wicked ones for persecuting| “ Dear Friend :—I should have written thee 
our dear Saviour, notwithstanding all the love | before this, 1 believe, had not William Savery 
he had shown to them ;—but Oh! how was| been here, and received some account how 
my heart smitten with the thought, that I was| matters went in our convention. I have been 
doing the same every day of my life. His| uneasy since that I had not written, thinking 
Light has followed me, and shown me the way |it was incumbent on us to have done it. I 
I should go, but I have thought too often that | believe I attended them every day through 
these were little things. But they appear/their sittings, except one day, and I am very 


Warner, after the close of the convention, 


that no slave should be exported from, or im- 
ported into the state. This made some 


seventeen would vote, eight for, and nine 
against the motion. It was ill-timed, and I 






‘‘ A motion was made, near their conclusion, 
























warmth. The Sussex members picked up 
their hats, and run out. There was then but 


did not promote it. 
* * * . § 

‘ I wish to send the paper I read to thee and i 
Thomas Morris, for the consideration of 
Friends ; circumstances call for something 
being done in some way. This business* 
continues, and the clamor against me in Ma- 
ryland increases. What will the issue be?” 

Being on a committee of the Quarterly 
Meeting at the “ Head of Sassafras,” he on 
6th of Eighth month, addressed a letter to H. 
D., of which we extract the following :— 

“ Had it not been that the business I am 
now on interfered, I should have been at your 
Quarterly Meeting. I want the consideration 
of Friends on some of my performances. My 
conflict, on account of the poor blacks, is as 
great as ever,—and a small addition thereto 





* Internal traffic in slavery. 
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is by a great man living in Maryland, by will, \die ; because thou hast not given him warn- 

leaving me four of his favourite negroes, (the | ing, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous- 

will being made before the law was passed ness which he hath done shall not be remem- 

lengthening freeing by will). One of them |bered, but his blood will I require at thine | 

coming to me with a letter from the executor,|hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the — 

was taken up by a tavern-keeper, tied and|eous man, that the righteous sin not, and he 

kept all night, and next day robbed of his|doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he | 

money, of which I have clear proof. The|is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.’ 

negro had a clear and sufficient pass. * * *| “ Now I cannot view the declaration made 

My eldest daughter Elizabeth hast left me/by the first Congress, in substance to amount 

since thou wast down. She is married to|to any thing short of a solemn covenant enter- | 

Clayton Cowgill, eldest son of our valued |ed into, with the God of heaven, and the whole 

Friend John Cowgill, deceased. It was agree-|earth, viz., ‘ We hold these truths to be self- 

able to me, yet I found it a great thing to give | evident, that all men are created equal ; that 

up to parting with my child. What would|they are endowed by their Creator with cer- 

| I do»then, if | was a negro, and had a daugh-|tain unalienable rights, among which are life, 
ter carried from me to Carolina !” liberty,’ &c., and which remains obligatory 

A concern on account of the traffic in slaves | on the present Congress so to consider. How 

carried on in Maryland, particularly in the|then have those rights become alienated, that 

counties on the Eastern shore, had often en-| Americans should be permitted to continue to 

gaged the attention of Warner Mifflin, and in| ravage the coast of Africa, thereby promo- 

the summer of this year, 1792, the subject |ting murder, pillaging, plundering, and burn- 

was taken up by the Southern Quarterly|ing its towns, and enslaving its inhabitants? 

Meeting, and an address prepared to the Le-| And in the United States, while some of those 

gislature of Maryland on the subject. This|very men, who, with their own hands, sub- 

having been presented to the Meeting for Suf-|scribed the aforesaid declaration, remain in 

ferings in Philadelphia, and approved, was|the Supreme Legislature, that avaricious men 

afterwards laid before the body to whom it|should be permitted to pass through the coun- 

was addressed. try, steal, buy, traffic, barter and exchange 

Being appointed by the Yearly Meeting of | the blacks, as though they were indeed brute 
i this year, 1792, one of a committee to unite | beasts, separating husband from wife, parents 
? with the Meeting for Sufferings, in consider- | from children, even mothers from infant babes; | 




















an animated warmth on your minds, when 
engaged respecting the natives of this land, 
you suffer a turn of thought respecting the 
conduct of Americans in Africa, and in this 
country also, towards Africans. See if any 
savage cruelty of the natives can exceed that 
of the white people towards the Africans, con- 
sidering our superior advantage of civilization, 
under the light of the gospel. Let us consider 
we are informed, that the measure we mete 
to others is to be meted to us; and likewise, 
that we may so conduct, as never to feel the 
effects (in the full extent) of the declaration of 
the Almighty formerly delivered to a highly 
favoured people, in failure of complying with 
their covenants and engagements, viz. Jer. 


xxxiv. 17, * Behold I proclaim a liberty for 


you, saith the Lord, to the sword, to the 
famine, and to the pestilence.’ 

“Ts there not reason to acknowledge, that 
we have seen in some measure fulfilled a part 
of the first? are there not traces of the se- 
cond? and do we not acknowledge, that all 
three are subservient to Almighty power ! and 
has our nation fulfilled its covenant? Oh! my 
countrymen and fellow-citizens, be serious on 
this subject, and allow me the liberty of a free 
expostulation with you. I feel for the welfare 
of my country, and my fellow-citizens, every 
one of whom I love; and believing myself 
every way equally interested with the largest 
part of your body in the welfare of my coun- 


ing the state of the inhabitants on the western | yea, from all that is dear to men in this world, try, I hoped you would allow me freely thus 


frontiers, who were suffering from the mur-| except life ; and indeed that also, as there are 
dering and devastations concerning the In-|divers instances of their being murdered. 
dians, Warner spent most of the Tenth and | Others in iron fetters, are huddled into gaol, 
Eleventh months in Philadelphia. ‘The sub-| until the number wanted is collected, then 
committee, of which he was one, prepared an | stowed into vessels for transportation to foreign 
address for the Congress of the United States, | ports, and sold into perpetual slavery, not per- 


far to relieve my pained heart, who feel so 
much on account of the barbarous cruelties 
exercised on an unoffending people, (which I 
am persuaded you generally have not a full con- 
ception of,) that under an apprehension of 
duty I have attempted in this manner to ad- 


strong, and yet respectful, urging upon them | mitting a parting leave between the nearest|dress you; being with sincere desires for 


the necessity of doing justly to the Indians, as | ties of nature. 
the only proper remedy for the distress which| ‘ My soul now revolts at the infernal crime 
was spreading amongst their constituents to|committed against innocent persons, without 
the West. Whilst in Philadelphia, Warner} provocation. Oh, let me now beseech you, 
drew up a memorial to the general govern-|not to think it too much degradation for you 
ment, then sitting in Philadelphia, and with the |to reflect, was this the lot of one of your 
sanction of his Friends, forwarded a copy. It| beloved delicate wives, your tender babes, or 
: was as follows :— near relatives, how then would you feel! 
. “Do not you with me believe, that there is 
: “THE MEMORIAL OF WARNER MIFFLIN, | God of justice, who will finally recompense 
‘ “ To the President, Senate, and House of \%to all men according to the fruit of their 
: Representatives of the United States. doings; and that he doth, at one view, by his 
t mae all-penetrating eye, behold the actions of men 
“ He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the| over the face of the globe ? If so, how do we 
f fear Ged, 24 Semel xxiii, 3. think he will look on the rulers of this land, 
“ Having for a long time felt my mind im-| when he beholds many of them faring sump- 
pressed with a religious engagement on your |tuously every day, living in ease and fulness, 
account, and a belief, that if measures are not|and at the very time that they are inventing 
taken to redress the wrongs, and alleviate the} unto themselves instruments of music, and 
sufferings and oppressions of the African race | spending their precious time in vain theatri- 
in these states, the Almighty will manifest his | cal and other amusements, remember not the 
displeasure in a more conspicuous manner | afflictions of their suffering African brethren, 
than has yet appeared; these considerations| who, in this country, may be loaded with 
excite me, in his fear, earnestly to solicit, and | irons, under all the pangs of sorrow the hu- 
solemnly to warn you, to exert your power | man heart can be capable of enduring, for no 
and influence, that right and justice may be| crime whatever, but because it pleased God 
done in this important case. to suffer them to come into the world with a 
“I have also been affected with the follow-| black skin. Will this not make him your 
ing declaration of the prophet. Ezek. iii. 20,|enemy, who is a God that is no respecter of 
21; ‘ When a righteous man doth turn from | persons ? 
his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I} «I crave your serious attention to this im- 
lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall] portant subject ; and that while you may feel 


your welfare, 
“ Your real friend, 


“ Warner MIFFLIN. 
“ Philadelphia, 23d Eleventh month, 1792.” 
(To be continued.) 
== 
For “* The Friend.” 
CLOSET EXERCISES. 


Affectionately addressed to my Fellow-Pro- 
Sessors. 


“For he said surely they are my people, 
children that will not lie, so he was their Sa. 
viour.” 

Dear Friends:—We, as a religious Socie- 
ty, are making a very high profession of dedi- 
cation to, and dependance upon God, the 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
—claiming to be really his people, and en- 
gaged to do his will, as it is made known to 
us through the revelation of his dear Son in 
the secret of our hearts. Do we in this pro- 
fess no more than we are in the possession of? 
If so, we are children that will not lie, and he 
is our Saviour. But if we are holding the 
truth in unrighteousness; and not living up to 
what we profess—we are proclaiming a lie— 
not so much unto men, as unto God. Under 
such circumstances, though we may not, like 
Ananias and Sapphira, at once yield up the 
ghost—yet so far as it respects the life of 
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religion, we have already their doom. With 
a name to live—we are dead—dead in tres- 
passes and sins—yea, twice dead, plucked up| 
by the roots. | 

But of that living remnant, which has been | 
preserved in perpetual succession, as the salt 
of the earth, down to the present day, and : 





still continue to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they are called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing 
one another in love ; endeavouring to “ keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” 
and who “ show out of a good conversation 
their works with meekness of wisdom”—of 
these it may be truly said, “ Surely they are 
my people, children that will not lie, so he was 
their Saviour. In all their afflictions, he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
them ; in his love and in his pity, he redeem- 
ed them; yea, he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old.” 


* Behold the eye of the Lord is upon them 
that fear him; upon them that hope in his 
mercy ; to deliver their souls from death, and 
to keep them alive in famine.” What a 
source of consolation is this declaration of the 
Psalmist to those, who have chosen the Lord 
for their portion, and the God of Jacob for 
the lot of their inheritance. To such, the 
blessed assurance that the eye of the Lord is 
upon them for good, presents so much of con- 
solation and protection, that they can patiently 
endure any weight of affliction, that their hea- 
venly Father may see meet to apportion— 
knowing, that as they thus hope in his mercy, 
they may also quietly wait for his salvation. 
The fear thus spoken of, as delivering the soul 
from death, is not the slavish fear, felt by a 
guilty servant toward an hard master ; for the 
perfect love which he has begotten in their 

earts for him, casteth out all such fear. 
“ The fear of the Lord,” here mentioned, “ is 
the instruction of wisdom,” and exists in the 
bosom of true believers, as a caution only 
against doing any thing that may grieve the 
Holy Spirit of their Lord and Master. 

Though it may seem good to him who 
giveth these their meat in due season, at times 
to withhold the bread of life so long, that star- 
vation stares them in the face, yet they know 
he will deliver their souls from death, by 
keeping them alive in famine. Such fearful, 
humble followers of the Lord, can say in true 
humility, yet with full assurance of faith, “ I 
know that my Redeemer liveth,” and that he 
‘is able also to save them to the uttermost, 
who come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.” 


“The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will show them his cove- 
nant.” 

It is scarcely to be wondered at, that those 
who inquire after the secret and mysterious 
operations of the Almighty, in the spirit that 
induced Pilate to demand of the persecuted 
and suffering Saviour, “What is truth?” 
should be disappointed in receiving a satisfac- 
tory answer, whilst continuing in a state of 
alienation from, and enmity against God. The 
study of the Scriptures of truth, or inquiries 
made into the mysteries of redemption, for 





the purpose of cavilling at the one, or of gain- 


saying the other, cannot be looked upon with 
an eye of favour by him, who sees the end 
from the beginning, and knows the motives 
that induced those studies, and these inqui- 
ries. Neither ought it to be expected that 
he, who in the pride of his intellect, deter- 
mines by searching to find out God; and to 
fathom with the plummet of unassisted human 
wisdom, the depth of the mysteries of the 
kingdom, “ even the mystery which has been 
hid from ages, and from generations,” should 
be more favoured, than many prophets and 
righteous men, who have desired to see these 
things and have not seen them. 

It is to those only, to whom the Lord has 
first shown bis covenant of life and peace, that 
his secrets will be revealed. No necessary 
knowledge will be withheld from those who 
are fulfilling their covenants, and preparing 


For “ The Friend.” 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


It is I trust in the feeling of a degree of that 
ove which wisheth the salvation of every ra- 
tional soul, and especially Jongs for the pre- 
sent and future welfare and happiness of the 
members of our own religious Society and 
household of faith, that I venture to offer for 
their consideration, through the columns of 
“The Friend,” a few remarks upon the pre- 
sent eventful and important period. If we 
recur to the rise of the Society of Friends, 
and the very remarkable manner in which it 
pleased the Lord to enlighten the spiritual 
vision of the first members, to see through 
the prevailing forms of religion of that day, 
to break every yoke, and undo every fetter by 
which they were enthralled, and lead them by 
a mighty hand, and a stretched out arm, out 


themselves for usefulness in the church of| 0f mere notion and profession into the living 


Christ, and who are sincerely desirous of 
knowing God, that they may glorify him as 
God. “O the depth of the riches, both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ;” 
which has been hid from the wise and 
prudent and revealed unto babes; who have 
been made “able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is the breadth and length and | 
depth and height; and to know the love of| 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that they 
might be filled with all the fulness of God.” 

“ Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion ;| 
and to thee shall the vow be performed.” —| 
This is an express declaration, that in Zion, 
the city of the saints’ solemnities, although | 
the hearts of the assembled worshippers may | 
be filled with gratitude toward him, who re- 
deemed their souls out of all adversity, yet 
the expression thereof remains sealed up in 


experience and joyful possession of the ‘Truth 
as it is in Jesus,—how he endued them with 
holy boldness and courage in asserting the 
Truth, and fortitude and patience in sufiering 
for it, and upheld and prospered them, through 
a long series of cruel persecution, making 
them even to possess the gates of their ene- 
mies.—I say when we take a serious view of 
these things, and connect with them the nature 
of the doctrines they promulgated, and so 
deeply suffered for ; we cannot doubt but they 
were raised up by the Almighty to bear a 
standing testimony to the spirituality of the 
gospel, and the necessity of inward practical 
righteousness in heart and life, in opposition 
to the carnal and sin-pleasing notions which 
too generally obtained in the Christian world, 
so called, and which, to a lamentable degree, 
still characterize it. If we examine the wri- 


their bosoms, silently waiting to be called | tings of their opponents, we shall find they 


forth by the King Eternal, when it may please 
him to give it utterance. 

I can imagine no situation, in which an) 
assembly of the militant church could be 
placed, that would approximate more closely 
the sublimity of that scene, described by the 
beloved disciple in the Revelations, when 
* there was silence in heaven about the space 
of half an hour,” than is presented in a reli- 
gious meeting, when in the perfect silence of 
all flesh, praise is waiting for the proper mo- 
ment to ascend, that it may enter “ into the 
ear of the Lord of Sabaoth.” In such an 





assembly, when no unsanctified zeal is pre- 
sent to make an offering before it is called 
for, yet where every sacrifice is fully pre- 
pared; and where clean water has been 
poured upon the slain bullock ; and upon the 
wood, and even upon the altar itself, so that 
no earthly fire remains with which to kindle 
a false flame of devotion; but where all are 
patiently waiting for the descent of celestial 
fire ; and for the operation of his Spirit “ that 
hath the key of David,” to set their imprison- 
ed praises free—oh, what a beautiful exem- 
plification we have of the declaration of the 
psalmist, that “ Praise waiteth for thee, O 
God, in Sion.” 


The guidance of the Spirit is the only safe one in the 
world’s labyrinth. 


objected strongly to the great fundamental 
doctrine held forth by Friends, that the Holy 
Spirit, or Light of Christ Jesus, appears in 
the hearts of all men, and that it is only by 
obedience to its manifestations and require- 
ments that any can come to be partakers of 
the benefits of the outward coming of our dear 


| Lord and Saviour, experience remission and 


forgiveness of their past sins, through his 
precious blood, and receive power to over- 
come and forsake sin in all its appearances. 
Friends insisted that every step in the work of 
salvation, from the first dawn of conviction 
for sin to the final and complete redemption 
from its power and guilt, was wholly the work 
of Christ by his Light and Spirit in the heart, 
and that without the full experience of this 
inward work, whereby the creature is born 
again from above, and witnesses an entire re- 
demption from the first and fallen nature, and 
the putting on of the heavenly man Christ 
Jesus, who is created in righteousness and 
true holiness, all profession of faith in Christ 
as the propitiation and Redeemer, and even 
the most scrupulous compliance with the ex- 
ternal duties and ceremonies of religion, would 
avail nothing. 


Another doctrine of Friends against which 
the professors inveighed, was that of perfec- 
tion, or entire freedom from sin; which, 


though so fully set forth by our Lord and his 
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apostles in the Holy Scriptures, yet as it stood fied sons of the morning, it behooves us deeply | Quakerism, and render it more accommoda- 
in opposition to the low and carnal notions - and frequently to ponder their example, in| ting to the religions, and friendships, and fash- 
the unregenerated, and rebuked their sinful | order that we may see whether we are tread-|ions of the world, but they have uniformly 
compliances with the world and the flesh,| ing in their footsteps, and with no less scru- failed to produce the effects which their pro- 
they strongly opposed. The necessity of daily | pulous and serious self-examination, to inquire | jectors promised, and what is worthy of espe- 
self-denial, and bearing the cross before men, | whether we are cordially and sincerely hold-|cial note, as a solemn warning to all, they 
in all those things which the Spirit of Truth | ing fast to the same precious principles, and|have generally resulted in leading their 
manifested to be wrong, however little or sim- | diligently labouring to exemplify them in our|authors out of the Society, and back into 
ple they might appear to the wisdom of this | daily practice. those things which, in days of greater tender- 
world, was another doctrine which faithful} Whatever changes the revolution of years|ness, and when governed by a more enlight- 
Friends maintained, and which subjected them | may have made in the state of the world— | ened and quickened conscience, they saw to be 
to long and bitter persecution, in some cases | whatever improvements the researches of sci-| wrong. Letting in a spirit of dissatisfaction, 
even unto death, because it was so contrary to/ence and philosophy may have introduced, | with what they considered minor matters, has 
the pride and haughtiness of men, who could | there is no change in the state of man in the | paved the way for more important departures ; 
not brook their plan and simple way of living, | fall, nor in the means by which he is to be|the mental eye which once was anointed to 
and speaking, and acting. redeemed out of the fall, up into the heavenly |see clearly, and favoured with the illumina- 
The testimony which the Society bore to|image. The doctrines of the gospel remain | tions of Divine Light, has gradually become 
the inward appearance of Christ in the heart, | immutably the same, and what was Truth and | clouded, and its vision dimmed, until at last, 
and the indispensable necessity of experien-| its way and work, in the days of the primitive | grievous defection, in principle and practice, 
cing his mighty work there, in order to sal-| Friends, is the same now. If we are really|has come in like a flood, and swept them 
vation, in no wise derogated from their full | holding and faithfully living up to the blessed|wholly away. This is a striking fact, and 
and grateful acknowledgment of the marvel-| doctrines and principles which they professed, |should admonish all who attempt to modern- 
lous mercy of God in sending his Son, the|the same holy fruits will be produced, and|ize the principles of Truth, that it is much 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the flesh, nor from the| whether we be few or many, we shall be the | safer and better to live up to them as they are, 
blessed benefits of what he did, and suffered | lights of the world, and the salt of the earth. | than to attempt to suit them to their imperfect 
for mankind in the prepared body, all which |“ By their fruits shall ye know them,” said He | views and practice. 
they reverently and sincerely believed, as in| who made man, and knew what was in man,| Many years acquaintance with the writings 
the volume of the book it is written. But|and it will be well for us to try ourselves by | of the early members of the Society of Friends, 
knowing that without holiness no man should | this rule, and see how far we really are what | has fully satisfied me that the doctrines they 
see God, and being in travail for the salvation | we are making profession to be. held, are in strict conformity with the pure 
of their fellow-beings, they were concerned to} ~Where the standard of Truth is departed | unchangeable truth of the gospel, as laid down 
warn and caution all against trusting to an| from amongst a highly professing people, and | by our blessed Saviour and his apostles in the 
easy outside religion—a belief in the head,|a lax state of things in principle and practice | Holy Scriptures; and like a well constructed 
instead of the work in the heart, and to call| has grown up, the work of reformation is dif-|arch, where every part is necessary to the sta- 
people home to Christ in them, and obedience | ficult and mortifying. Much is to be given| bility and strength of the whole, if we take 
to his righteous government in the soul, as the | up, and many things departed from, which the | away or alter any portion, however apparently 
only hope of glory. pure unerring Truth does not own, and many |small, a rent is made, and consequent weak- 
They did not promulgate these great and | humiliating seasons are to be endured before | ness must be produced. I am fully satisfied 
momentous truths with the lip and the tongue | that nature, which is at enmity with the cross | there is nothing but the pure and simple doc- 
only, but were concerned to recommend them |and kingdom of Christ, is entirely subdued. |trines of Quakerism, as held by our early 
by a correspondent life and example, and to|The flesh loves ease, it shrinks from the ne-| Friends, heartily embraced, and carefully 
enforce in their own particulars the beauty | cessary suffering ; and in its desire to escape | lived up to, which will stand the test of colli- 
and excellency, as well as the necessity, of| the stroke of the gospel axe, it seeks to lower | sion with the world and its spirit, and enable 
what they preached to others. Hence they | the exalted standard of Truth to its weakness- | any Friend to maintain his ground with integ- 
were zealous, sincere, self-denying, heavenly-|es and short comings, rather than endure|rity and uprightness, as a testimony bearer 
minded, and cross-bearing Christians—testi-| what is necessary to raise it up to the require- | for the Truth, as it is in Jesus. E. 
fying against the wickedness of the world by| ments of the gospel. May we not attribute 
their blameless and holy conduct and conversa- | to this cause, the attempts which are made to 
tion—against its pride and ostentation, by the | lessen the obligation, and weaken the force of 
Jowliness, and simplicity of their living, their | some of those principles and testimonies which 
language, dress, and manners,—against its ava-| were dear to our early Friends, and which 
rice, by a noble contempt of riches, selling all| they stedfastly maintained at the loss of pro- 
for Christ and the gospel’s sake, for which they | perty, and, in some cases, even of life itself? 
freely gave up to spend and to be spent—and| However the world may account them fool- 
against its surface-religion, by deep, inward |ishness, or however the unworthy professors 
retiredness of spirit, constant watching unto|of the name of Christ may turn from them, 
prayer, fewness and weightiness of words, | they remain to be part and parcel of the reli- 
and that awfyl heavenly frame of the soul,| gion of Jesus, and are no less obligatory on us 
which made them constant, though silent,| at the present day than they were upon our 
reprovers of the levity and superficialness of| first Friends. We sometimes hear it said, 
many other professors. that the best mode to draw people to us, is to 
We know the effects which followed from | smooth the way, and meet them in matters of | was early favoured to experience resignation to the 
such a state of things among the primitive| minor importance—to take off some of the eo and s frm = — ee daha 
Friends—how many were powerfully and| rougher and less agreeable parts of our reli-|) 47. bie cieke eee een earn 


: ; - bed in his sickness;” and to whom he looked with an 
effectually reached, and both convinced and | gious profession, that it may not appear so 


, 4 . eye of faith, to fit and purify him for His Heavenly 
converted; and how gloriously the ‘T'ruth| repulsive to the natural man. This language | Kingdom. He desired his love to his friends, wherever 
spread and prospered, even amid bitter and 


will ever be found to proceed from a heart | Situated i and with great composure, took leave of his 
cruel opposition, so that the Lord’s name was| that is not itself subjected te the power of the | °8'7°unding relations, and soon after quietly departed. 
magnified and honoured, and his people greatly | cross, and cannot endure mortification. The| — - 
refreshed and comforted, and souls added unto| plan has been attempted many times since the PRINTED BY JOSEPH & WILLIAM KITE, 
the church, who should be saved. rise of the Society, and always with the same No. 50 North Fourth Street. 
As successors in profession to these digni-| results. Many efforts have been used to modify | Entrance on Appletree alley, first door above Fourth. 



















































































A Teacher wanted. 


Wanted, to assist as Teacher in Friends’ 
Select School for Girls in New York, a young 
woman, who can give good references, and 
has had some experience in teaching. Apply 
at No. 58 North Third street, or No. 3 North 
Eleventh street. 


—————————————————— eee 


Diep, at his residence, Salem county, New Jersey, 
on First-day, the 11th of Second month last, after nine 
days illness, Pau Scut, in the 52d year of his age; a 
member of Salem Monthly Meeting. During the course 
of his sickness, his mind was preserved clear and col- 
lected ; and through infinite kindness and mercy, he 
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